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Introduction: The Interlinkage of Minority and Majority Rights
Discussions of minority rights and indigenous rights often proceed as if all pertinent rights were determined on the basis of ethno-cultural minority status or indigenous status, rather than based on a broader theory of collective interests. A focus on marginalized identities is particularly apparent in the discourses of recognition and of multiculturalism 2 -even where these discourses sometimes contain competing elements.
3 A focus on rights arising from a marginalized minority status is even more particularly apparent in theories of so-called liberal multiculturalism-those theories, offered by the likes of Will Kymlicka, of multiculturalism grounded in liberal egalitarian values. 4 And a focus on rights arising from a marginalized indigenous status is apparent in practical political instruments, such as constitutional provisions on indigenous rights or as the internationally adopted United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), 5 and in much of the theorizing about these instruments. 6 To the extent that discussions proceed in this way, they are arguably unnecessarily polarizing. Within these discourses, no language acknowledges that majority communities could also hold rights. 7 The assumptions are all that minorities need protections from majorities, 8 that indigenous communities need protections from so-called "settler colonialists", 9 and that historic or contemporary victimhood is the grounding of significant rights.
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At the same time, the political arena sees increasing assertiveness by historical majorities in the face of pressures on their own cultures. 
